Critical Analysis

Dad and the Cat and the Tree

The poem tells a funny story about a father trying to rescue a cat
stuck in a tree, but it also teaches us some important lessons.
Dad is confident and eager to help, but he doesn’t take time to
think before acting. Instead, he rushes into action without
observing the situation or listening to Mum, who warns him to
be careful. His lack of planning leads to several funny but messy
results.

First, Dad uses a ladder, but it slips, and he falls into the flower
bed. Instead of stopping to think, he moves to Plan B. He climbs
the tree directly, but the branch breaks, and he falls again. Mum
keeps warning him, but Dad ignores her advice, believing his
confidence will bring success.

Finally, Dad tries Plan C and leaps onto the tree from the garden
wall. By luck, he reaches the cat but lands on it by mistake. The
frightened cat jumps safely to the ground, but Dad ends up
stuck in the tree. Although he succeeds in rescuing the cat, his
methods are clumsy and inefficient.

The poem shows the importance of thinking carefully, observing
situations, and listening to advice before acting. If Dad had
planned better, he could have avoided all the trouble. Success
isn’t just about reaching the goal but doing so safely and
efficiently. This humorous story teaches us that rushing into
action without proper thought can lead to unnecessary
problems, even if we succeed in the end.

Reference to Punch

Punch is a character from the old puppet show Punch and Judy.
He is funny but causes a lot of trouble for others. He often
creates problems, escapes without facing any consequences,
and leaves others to deal with the mess. He is also very proud of
himself, no matter what happens.

In the poem, the cat is compared to Punch. Like Punch, the cat
escapes safely and feels very happy and smug, while Dad, who
tried hard to help, ends up stuck in the tree. This adds humor to
the poem and makes the cat’s behavior seem playful and
mischievous.




